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PREAMBLE

The World Federation for Medical Education (WFME) was founded in 1972 and is the global
organisation concerned with the education and training of medical doctors. WFME was
founded on the initiative of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Medical
Association (WMA).

The International Academy for Continuing Professional Development Accreditation (IACPDA)
was founded in 2013 and is a collaborative network aimed at promoting and enhancing
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) and Continuing Medical Education (CME)
accreditation systems across the globe. IACPDA serves as a vital resource for leaders in
CPD/CME accreditation, providing a forum for networking and discussion on key issues in
professional education.

IACPDA has developed Standards for Substantive Equivalency between Continuing
Professional Development/ Continuing Medical Education (CPD/CME) Accreditation Systems
(the Standards).

WFME has adopted these standards as the criteria for its CPD Recognition of Accreditation
Programme. The compliance with the criteria shall determine whether an accrediting agency
is awarded the WFME CPD Recognition Status. The Recognition Status allows stakeholders
— national authorities, regulators, credentialing bodies, certifying bodies, and most importantly,
doctors and their patients — to know that the accredited education in support of improved
patient care and patient safety meets a high level of independence, rigor, content validity,
guality of design, and outcome measures.
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DOMAINS

The WFME CPD Recognition Criteria consist of six domains with supporting requirements
that are used to determine level of compliance with the individual criteria leading to awarding
or not awarding the WFME Recognition Status to CPD/CME accrediting agencies.

Domain 1: Eligibility and Responsibilities of an Accrediting Agency

This domain focuses on which organisations are eligible to develop and implement
CPD/CME accreditation systems and the criteria that describe the administrative roles and
responsibilities of an accrediting agency.

Domain 2: Independence and Transparency in Accredited Education

This domain focuses on requirements that seek to ensure that educational activities are
designed and implemented independent from the influence of commercial interests defined
as any entity producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare goods or
services consumed by, or used on, patients.

Domain 3: Needs Assessment Used in Planning Accredited Education
This domain focuses on the types of data sources that are used to identify the educational
needs of individual doctors or health teams.

Domain 4: Content Validity in Accredited Education

This domain focuses on the process of developing content for accredited education that
reflects the latest advances in scientific evidence and technological advances to
continuously enhance the quality and safety of care provided to patients.

Domain 5: Quality of Educational Design in Accredited Education
This domain focuses on the effectiveness of the design of educational formats in addressing
the identified needs of the intended target audience.

Domain 6: Outcomes from Accredited Education

This domain focuses on assessment of the effectiveness and educational impact of
accredited education on learning, competence, or performance of doctors, and/or the health
status of patients.
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RECOGNITION CRITERIA FOR THE WFME CPD RECOGNITION

OF ACCREDITATION PROGRAMME

DOMAIN 1: ELIGIBILITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF AN ACCREDITING AGENCY

1.1 The accrediting agency must be:
1. alegal entity or a collaboration among two or more legal entities;
2. led by, or include the perspective of, the profession of medicine; and
3. accountable to the public through transparent reporting of governance, accreditation

decisions, and finances on a regular basis.

1.2 The accrediting agency must not be:
1. a commercial interest, or any entity under the direct or indirect control of a

commercial interest, defined as any entity producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or
distributing healthcare goods or services consumed by, or used on, a patient;

. under direct or indirect control or influence of an accredited provider or an organiser

of accredited education with respect to governance, finances, rules, and procedures
of the accreditation process. This does not preclude, that under strictly defined
conditions, accrediting bodies (e.g. legally authorised bodies, including those
organised under the principle of self-governance, or bodies accredited by another
accrediting agency), might also act as an accredited provider or organiser of
accredited education; and

3. controlled solely by individuals as stakeholders for personal gain.

1.3 The accrediting agency must:

1.
2.

identify which organisations are eligible to apply for accreditation;

define and communicate a fair and transparent accreditation process that includes
peer review by the medical profession and due process safeguards including a
complaint process and reconsideration/appeal processes;

require the review of both descriptions of compliance and demonstration of
compliance, that is performance-in-practice, from organisations seeking accreditation
or reaccreditation;

facilitate routine audit or inspection of accredited CPD/CME providers and accredited
educational activities;

engage with accredited CPD/CME providers and organisers of accredited education
to improve understanding of the accreditation requirements and development of high
quality, independent education for doctors and healthcare teams;

require accredited CPD/CME providers or organisers of accredited education to
improve areas found to be in noncompliance with the accreditation requirements;
ensure that accreditation decisions, as well as supporting documentation, are
maintained by the accrediting agency according to applicable national law or
professional licensing requirements; and

ensure that accredited CPD/CME providers or organisers of accredited education
retain records related to compliance with the accreditation requirements, as well as
learner completion for a time period defined by the accrediting agency.
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DOMAIN 2: INDEPENDENCE AND TRANSPARENCY IN ACCREDITED EDUCATION

2.1 The accrediting agency must require accredited CPD/CME providers or organisers of
accredited education to ensure that:

1.

commercial interests have no influence, control, or involvement with the planning,
content development, selection of educational methods, selection of who can deliver
that content, selection of target audience, delivery of content, or any other aspect of
the provision or evaluation of accredited education;

all individuals involved in the planning and development, presentation (verbal or
through creation of a manuscript), or evaluation of the accredited education disclose
the presence or absence of relevant relationships (conflicts of interest) with
commercial interests;

the accredited CPD/CME provider or organiser of accredited education actively
mitigates the risk that relevant relationships could bias the content of the accredited
education; and

learners are informed of the presence or absence of relevant relationships (conflicts
of interest) for those in control of content (planners and faculty) in a meaningful and
timely way that must not include any corporate branding.

2.2 The accrediting agency must require accredited CPD/CME providers or organisers of the
accredited education to ensure that:

1.

wn

the conditions and methods of payment of commercial support, defined as financial
or in-kind support from entities that produce, market, sell, re-sell, or distribute
healthcare goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients, for the accredited
education meets national legal requirements, in particular tax and anti-corruption law,
as well as professional law;

if professional law prohibits commercial support, then it cannot be accepted;

the provision of commercial support never constitutes a relationship between
individual learners and the commercial supporter;

if the accredited provider or organiser of accredited education responds to a request
for grant proposal issued by a commercial interest for commercial support, the
accredited CPD/CME provider or organiser of accredited education retains control
over the identification of needs, selection of faculty, selection of target audience, and
all other aspects of planning, presentation, and evaluation of the education;
commercial support is not used to pay the personal expenses (such as travel,
accommodation, honoraria, or registration fees) of individual learners;

learners are informed prior to the start of the accredited education if commercial
support is received, including the source of the commercial support; and

if promotional or sales activities are allowed, such as exhibits at accredited
education, those interactions must be kept separate from the accredited education
and learners must never be required to engage in such activities.

2.3 The accrediting agency must measure compliance by accredited CPD/CME providers or
organisers of accredited education with the requirements stated in criteria 2.1 and 2.2.
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DOMAIN 3: NEEDS ASSESSMENT USED IN PLANNING ACCREDITED EDUCATION

3.1 The accrediting agency must require the accredited CPD/CME providers or organisers of
the accredited education to ensure that identified needs are:
1. based on an analysis of one or more of the following data sources:
a. the expressed needs of the target audience
b. the health status of individual patients, communities or populations
c. gaps in the knowledge base of doctors and healthcare teams
d. variations in the knowledge, competence, or performance of doctors and
healthcare teams
e. variations in systems of care
f. variation in the performance of teams;
documented:;
used to inform the educational design of the accredited education;
used by those responsible for content development; and
used to assess or evaluate the accredited education.

abhwnN

3.2 The accrediting agency must measure compliance by accredited CPD/CME providers or
organisers of accredited education with the requirements stated in criterion 3.1.

DOMAIN 4: CONTENT VALIDITY IN ACCREDITED EDUCATION

4.1 The accrediting agency must require that the accredited CPD/CME providers or
organisers of the accredited education ensure that the content presented:
1. isrelevant and responsive to the identified needs of the target audience;
2. addresses the range of competencies relevant to the practice of medicine;
3. provides recommendations that are based on the highest level of evidence available;
4. is balanced by informing learners about potential benefits and risks, especially if the
content is based only on expert opinion; and
5. is notinfluenced or controlled by commercial interests.

4.2 The accrediting agency must measure compliance by accredited CPD/CME providers or
organisers of accredited education with the requirements stated in criterion 4.1.

DOMAIN 5: QUALITY OF EDUCATIONAL DESIGN IN ACCREDITED EDUCATION

5.1 The accrediting agency must require that accredited CPD/CME providers or organisers
of the accredited education ensure the design of the accredited education:
1. addresses the identified needs;
2. utilizes educational formats appropriate to the intended goals and outcomes of the
education;
3. facilitates the translation of new knowledge, skills and competencies into practice;
and
4. supports thoughtful reflection and the joy of learning within the educational setting.

5.2 The accrediting agency must measure compliance by accredited CPD/CME providers or
organisers of accredited education with the requirements stated in criterion 5.1.
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DOMAIN 6: OUTCOMES FROM ACCREDITED EDUCATION

6.1 The accrediting agency must require that accredited CPD/CME providers or organisers
of the accredited education ensure the accredited education:
1. includes one or more assessment methods (quantitative and/or qualitative)
appropriate to the intended goals or outcomes of the accredited education;
2. measures improvements in knowledge, skills, competencies, and/or intent-to-change
during and/or after the accredited education;
3. measures improvements in learner performance (where applicable); and
4. measures changes in patient health status (where practical).

6.2 The accrediting agency must measure compliance by accredited CPD/CME providers or
organisers of accredited education with the requirements stated in criterion 6.1.
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