WFME Glossary

The glossary terms provided are intended specifically for use within the field of medical education
and reflect terminology unique to the activity of the World Federation for Medical Education

(WFME).

The glossary is divided into four sections:
General Glossary — general and operational terms used at WFME.

1.
2. Standards Glossary — additional terms used in the WFME Standards Programme.
3. Recognition Programmes Glossary — additional terms used in the Recognition of

Accreditation Programmes (BME, PGME, and CPD).
4. World Directory of Medical Schools (WDoMS) Glossary — additional terms associated with

the WDoMS project.

General Glossary

Accreditation

Evaluation and certification of the suitability of medical education
programmes, and of the competence of institutions that deliver medical
education. The aim of accreditation of medical education is to ensure quality
education and, ultimately, competent practising doctors and patient safety.

Accrediting An entity which has the authority to accredit providers of medical education.

Agency

Articles of Written rules specifying governance of the organisation agreed by the

Association Federation members.

Assessors Evaluators serving in Recognition Programmes and evaluating whether an
accrediting agency complies with respective Recognition Criteria. Each
Recognition Programme has its own pool of assessors.

Associate An organisation or entity admitted as an Associate Member by the Executive

Member Council, with the rights and responsibilities defined for this category in the

Articles of Association.

Basic Medical
Education (BME)

The undergraduate phase of medical education delivered by a medical
school. This phase is also referred to as undergraduate medical education
(UME).

Professional
Development
(CPD)

Conflict of A situation where an individual's personal, professional, financial, or other

Interests interests may compromise or have the potential to compromise their
objectivity, judgment, or decision-making in relation to their responsibilities.

Continuing The ongoing process of building knowledge and skills during independent

medical practice, following specialist postgraduate education or immediately
after graduation if postgraduate education is optional. CPD includes formal
and informal activities undertaken by doctors who have completed their
training and are in independent practice, to maintain, update, and enhance
their knowledge, skills and behaviours in response to patient needs to
provide safe, legal, and high-quality services aimed at better patient and
community outcomes. It is also known as continuing medical education
(CME), continuous professional development, or lifelong learning.

Distributed and
Distance
Learning

A structured educational approach in which learners, instructors, and
resources are geographically dispersed. It combines planned curriculum
delivery with coordinated teaching, supervision, assessment, and support,
often facilitated by digital technologies. This model ensures that students
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receive a consistent and comprehensive educational experience regardless
of location.

It may include both real-time and self-paced methods and can apply to entire
programmes or specific components. It encompasses all aspects of the
educational process—teaching, learning, assessment, feedback, student and
faculty support, management, and quality assurance—delivered through a
combination of physical and virtual environments.

Executive Council
(ExCo)

WFME’s governing body responsible for policy-making and strategic
oversight. It meets regularly to set strategy, approve work plans, and oversee
implementation, led by the President and Vice-President, and delivered
through the office team.

Finance A subcommittee of the Executive Council responsible for overseeing WFME’s
Committee financial management, including budget planning aligned with core functions,
(FC) and strategic priorities.

Federation A voting organisation or entity represented on the WFME Executive Council.
Member Together with Associate Members, they contribute to the governance and

strategic direction of WFME.

Master’s Degree

An advanced academic programme designed to equip healthcare

in Medical professionals with expertise in curriculum design, programme management,
Education quality assurance, and programme evaluation.
Medical The education process leading to qualified medicine practice, encompassing
Education all phases before and after licensure.
It may also refer to the academic discipline of medical education, which
includes research published in peer-reviewed journals. WFME supports high
standards in the management, organisation and delivery of medical
education but does not prescribe specific content or teaching methods.
Medical A framework encompassing all stages of medical education—from entry into
Education medical school (BME), from medical school to residency (PGME), to entering
Continuum practice (CPD).

Medical School

An institution or unit responsible for delivering a programme that leads to a
degree in Basic Medical Education. This may be a medical university, faculty,
school, department within a faculty, or programme.

Past President

The immediate former President of WFME who supports and reports to the
current President and serves as a voting member of the Executive Council,
as outlined in the Articles of Association.

Postgraduate The phase of medical education focused on preparation for specialisation,
Medical occurring after graduation from medical school and before independent
Education practice. Also known as Graduate Medical Education. PGME may not be
(PGME) required in all countries or for all career paths.

President The elected leader of WFME, accountable to the Executive Council for

providing strategic leadership and operational oversight. The President
serves a four-year term, renewable once.

Professional

Behaviour that reflects respect, fairness, confidentiality, honesty, and

Conduct transparency in interactions with colleagues, the organisation, and external

stakeholders, in compliance with applicable laws and regulations.
Recognition The process by which an accrediting agency is evaluated within the WFME
Process Recognition Programme.

Recognition of
Accreditation
Programme (RP),
or Recognition
Programme

A structured programme that provides an independent, transparent, and
rigorous method for ensuring high-quality medical education worldwide. It
does so by evaluating accrediting agencies against pre-defined criteria,
promoting continuous quality improvement.
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Successful evaluation results in the award of Recognition Status. WFME
offers Recognition Programmes for BME, PGME, and CPD—each governed
by its own policies, procedures, committee, assessors, and criteria.

See the Recognition Programmes Glossary for more detail.

Recognition
Committee(s)

WFME bodies responsible for decision-making within the Recognition
Programme, including awarding Recognition Status. Each programme (BME,
PGME, CPD) has its own committee governed by specific Terms of
Reference.

Recognition A defined set of requirements established by WFME to assess accrediting

Criteria agencies during the Recognition process.

Recognition The formal designation awarded to accrediting agencies that successfully

Status meet WFME’s Recognition Criteria.

Remuneration A subcommittee of the Executive Council which responsible for

Committee recommending honoraria for the President, the Vice-President, and
Recognition Programme assessors.

Regional A platform for the Presidents of Regional Associations for Medical Education

Associations to share challenges, learning, and resources, and explore and develop joint

Presidents' solutions.

Forum

Regional International medical education associations that work in partnership with

Associations WFME. WFME recognises six regions based on WHO’s global division.

(RAs)

Registered An organisation officially registered with the Charity Commission for

Charity England and Wales.

Regulatory Government-recognised organisations responsible for physician registration

Authorities or licensure, and/or standards of practice within a specific jurisdiction.

Find out more at www.iamra.com.

Risk Committee
(RC)

A subcommittee of the Executive Council tasked with identifying and
monitoring risks—political, financial, operational, or organisational.

Standards

A framework or set of benchmarks or requirements that can serve as quality
measures across all aspects of medical education programmes. They can be
used as a basis for accreditation, quality assurance, and continuous
improvement throughout all phases of the medical education continuum.

WFME publishes international best practice Global Standards for different
stages of the medical education continuum to guide the development and
evaluation of medical education. WFME Standards are non-prescriptive and
intended as a framework that can be adapted to local contexts.

See the Standards Glossary for more detail.

WFME Standards
Programme

A framework supporting the development, evaluation, and continuous
improvement of medical education programmes. It helps identify strengths
and weaknesses and promotes global access to appropriate medical
education standards.

Vice-President

The elected Vice-President of WFME, who supports and reports to the
President and serves as a voting member of the Executive Council. The Vice-
President is nominated by the President and approved by the Council for a
four-year term, renewable once.

World
Conference

A WFME-organised event that facilitates dialogue on medical education,
regulation, and quality improvement. It brings together educators,
researchers, accreditors, regulators, policymakers, practitioners, and
students.
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World Directory of
Medical Schools
(World Directory
or WDoMS)

A free-to-access database of verified medical schools offering complete
undergraduate programmes that qualify graduates for medical licensure.
Listing is free for schools.

See the World Directory Glossary for more detail.

World Federation
for Medical
Education
(WFME)

A not-for-profit, non-governmental organisation dedicated to improving the
quality of medical education worldwide through:

Publishing adaptable Global Standards for medical education
(through the WFME Standards Programme).

Promoting accreditation through the WFME Recognition of
Accreditation Programmes.

Maintaining the World Directory of Medical Schools.

Supporting research in quality improvement, regulation and
accreditation.

Facilitating stakeholder dialogue in medical education and quality
improvement.

To learn more about WFME, visit: wfme.org
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Standards Glossary

Assessment

The process of measuring or judging of a student’s learning progress and
achievement to guide further learning and inform decisions about academic
progress.

Administration

The systems and processes used to prepare, organise, record, store, and
manage information related to the delivery and uptake of medical education.

Course The complete programme of planned teaching and learning from entry to
graduation. It may be divided into components such as disciplines, modules,
stages, semesters, or phases, depending on the curriculum structure

Curriculum A managerial, ideological and guiding document that should:

¢ Inform learners about programme expectations, including entry
requirements, structure, duration, assessment methods, and available
student support.

¢ Guide educators in delivering content and supporting learners’ personal
and professional development.

¢ Enables institutions to design appropriate assessments of student learning
and evaluate educational effectiveness.

¢ Communicates to society how the institution fulfils its responsibility to
produce future doctors.

Evaluation A systematic review of the conduct, quality, and effectiveness of a course or
programme.

Formative Assessment that provides feedback to the learner about their progress, helping

Assessment to identify future learning needs and guide development.

Governance The framework through which medical education activities, whether individual or
corporate, are planned, directed and held accountable.

Learning A structured and coherent sequence of educational elements that guide students

Pathway through the course toward successful completion.

Licensure The formal recognition of a qualification that permits an individual to practise as
a medical specialist. In some jurisdictions, this may be referred to as registration
or certification.

Method of The approach used to deliver educational content through various formats, such

Education as lectures, tutorials, seminars, instructional modules, supervised practice, or
projects.

Principles- An approach that provides broad guidance without prescribing specific designs

based or implementation methods. It allows flexibility for stakeholders to make context-

approach sensitive decisions that reflect the needs of learners, regulators, managers, and
programme providers.

Responsible The organisation or group responsible for defining and managing medical

Body education. This may include institutions, regulators, government agencies,
healthcare services, or professional bodies, depending on the licensure
framework.

Quality A process that determines whether educational activities meet defined standards

Assurance or requirements. It provides a snapshot judgment for accountability and may
inform future quality improvement efforts.

Quality Ongoing efforts to enhance educational programmes and outcomes through

Improvement systematic changes, interventions, or refinements based on identified needs or
challenges.

Summative Assessment that determines whether a learner has achieved the intended

Assessment learning outcomes, typically used for final evaluations or progression decisions.

For more information about the WFME Standards Programme visit: wfme.org/standards/
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Recognition Programmes Glossary
*If not specified, the term applies to all Recognition Programmes (BME, PGME, CPD).

Term RP* Definition

Accredited CPD An educational activity that is planned, implemented, and evaluated in

Education accordance with the accrediting agency’s policies and standards.

(Activity) CPD

Agency Team A group appointed by an accrediting agency to conduct a site visit to
observe the usual operations of an institution or programme as part of
the accreditation process. Also referred to as the site visit team or
panel of experts.

Annual A yearly report submitted by the agency to WFME detailing

Monitoring substantive changes over the past year. Agencies awarded

(Status) Recognition Status with conditions must report on progress toward

Report meeting those conditions. Submission of this report is a requirement
for maintaining Recognition Status.

Appeal Record The complete set of documentation available to WFME when an
appeal against a Recognition Status decision is under review. It
includes a report from the Independent Review Committee.

Appeals A committee convened to consider appeals against WFME decisions

Committee to deny or terminate Recognition Status. Members are drawn from the
WFME Executive Council, excluding those with conflicts of interest.

Certification Formal recognition that an individual has successfully completed an
assessment process and achieved the required level of knowledge
and competence for a specific educational programme.

Commercial CPD Any entity involved in producing, marketing, selling, or distributing

Interest healthcare goods or services used by or on patients.

Commercial CPD Financial or in-kind contributions provided by a commercial interest to

Support a CPD provider to support the costs of a CPD activity.

Competence CPD The extent to which learners demonstrate, within an educational
setting, the ability to perform tasks or apply knowledge as intended by
the activity.

Core PGME | A postgraduate course of study that delivers essential competencies

Programme within a specialty or group of related specialties, preparing trainees for
advanced education in that field.

Credit/Units CPD The value assigned to accredited CPD activities. Credits are used by
healthcare professionals to meet requirements for licensure,
certification, credentialing, professional memberships, and other
professional privileges.

Cross Border | BME, A form completed by an accrediting agency seeking to extend its

Accreditation PGME | Recognition Status to a new territory. It provides WFME with detailed

Form information about the agency’s activities in that region.

Decision A formal written communication from the WFME President confirming

(award) Letter the Recognition Status decision.

Decision- BME, The meeting of the accrediting agency’s council or equivalent

making PGME | decision-making body the final accreditation decision is made.

Meeting Observation of this meeting is a required component of the WFME

Recognition Team’s site visit. If the agency’s standard process
schedules this meeting after the site visit, the WFME team may
observe it remotely.
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Deferment

A temporary pause in the Recognition Programme process, allowing
an agency up to two years to implement improvements needed to
meet the Recognition Criteria.

Questionnaire

Discipline A recognised body of knowledge and competencies typically acquired
through higher education and practised by specific groups of
practitioners. In medicine, disciplines may be broad (specialties), more
focused (sub-specialties), or narrowly defined areas of competence.
Unlike specialties, disciplines may not always be linked to formal
licensing or registration.

Eligibility A procedure used to confirm the standing of agencies applying to the

BME Recognition Programme. It involves consultation with relevant
local authorities to verify the agency’s role within the national
accreditation system. A separate questionnaire must be completed for
each country of operation and is also used to assess eligibility for
extending Recognition Status to additional territories under the Cross-
Border Accreditation Policy.

Fees A committee convened by the WFME Vice-President to review

Committee applications for fee remission from agencies operating in low-income
countries.

Full BME, Accreditation granted without conditions, or for the full duration of the

Accreditation PGME | accreditation cycle as defined by the accrediting agency.

Independence | CPD The design, development, and delivery of a CPD activity are

in CPD conducted without influence or control from commercial interests or
other external pressures.

Institution A faculty of medicine, hospital, organisation, or consortium responsible
for delivering medical education.

Knowledge CPD, The extent to which learners can articulate what they know or

PGME | demonstrate how to apply the knowledge gained from an education

activity.

Less-than-full BME, Accreditation granted with conditions, or a shorter duration than the

Accreditation PGME | full accreditation cycle.

Letter of A document from the WFME Recognition Team offering

Suggestions recommendations for internal quality improvement. It is not part of the
Recognition Report and does not influence the Recognition Status
decision.

Licensing/ Legal authorisation to practise medicine independently within a

Registration defined jurisdiction. Terminology may vary by country.

Main or BME, The country or geographic region where the majority of an

Primary PGME | accreditation agency’s activities occur. Activities outside the primary

Country/ country or geographic region are considered cross-border

Geographic accreditation.

Region

Needs CPD Methods used to identify both perceived and unperceived learning

Assessment needs of a defined target audience.

Notice of A formal letter from an agency to the WFME President indicating its

Appeal intention to appeal a decision to deny or terminate Recognition Status.

Organiser of CPD Individuals or entities authorised to plan, deliver, and evaluate

Accredited accredited CPD activity within an activity-based accreditation system.

Education

Performance CPD The extent to which learners apply the intended outcomes of a CPD

activity in their professional practice.
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PGME PGME | A postgraduate course of study focused on general, specialty or sub-

Programme specialty medicine within the scope of the agency’s accreditation
activity. Terminology and accreditation structures vary globally. For
consistency, the PGME Recognition Criteria refer to
“institution/programme”, though one may be more applicable
depending on the local context.

Preliminary An initial application used to verify an accrediting agency’s eligibility to

(Eligibility) enter the Recognition Programme.

Application

Prevocational | PGME | A postgraduate course of study that provides foundational

Programme competencies across multiple disciplines, preparing trainees for
advanced education. Also known as Foundation Training or
Fundamentals Programme in some contexts.

Provider of CPD An organisation authorised by an accrediting agency to take

Accredited responsibility for the development and delivery of accredited CPD

Education activities.

Recognition A comprehensive report prepared by the WFME Recognition Team

Report detailing the agency’s compliance with each Recognition Criterion. It is
based on submitted documentation, interviews, and site visit
observations.

Recognition An electronic certificate confirming an agency's Recognition Status

Status and its validity period. For BME and PGME, it also specifies the

Certificate countries or territories covered.

Recognition A group of trained WFME assessors responsible for reviewing

Team documentation, observing and evaluating site visits, conducting
interviews, and preparing the Recognition Report. Teams typically
consist of three to five members.

Recognition The lead assessor responsible for guiding the evaluation process,

Team Chair facilitating on-site team deliberations and overseeing the finalisation of
the Recognition Report.

Recognition The Secretary is the primary contact for the WFME RP manager and

Team the agency. Together with the WFME RP manager, they are

Secretary responsible for site visit logistics and compiling the Recognition
Report.

Relevant PGME | Organisations and individuals with expertise or interest in PGME

(PGME) within the local context. This may include specialty expertise, PGME

stakeholders trainees, patients, the public and regulatory authorities.

Scope of PGME | An accrediting agency’s legally or contractually defined focus of

Activity accreditation activity along the medical education continuum.
In the context of PGME Recognition Programme Criteria this may
include PGME programmes after medical school graduation before
commencement of specialisation (such as prevocational
programmes), core programmes across groups of specialties, or
PGME programmes in specific specialties and sub-specialties.

Self-evaluation A formal process involving a comprehensive review of an institution’s
programmes and services. It includes stakeholder input, performance
data, and comparison against standards to identify strengths and
weaknesses and areas for improvement, thus ensuring continued
learner success. Terms such as “self-assessment” or “self-study” may
be used interchangeably in different contexts.

Site Visit BME, A physical visit by the WFME Recognition Team to observe an agency

PGME | accreditation visit to a medical school (BME), or an

institution/programme (PGME). The site visit by WFME has two parts:
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observation of an accreditation visit; and observation of a decision-
making meeting.

Specialty

PGME

A formally recognised body of medical knowledge and competencies
publicly recognised as relevant to both community and other levels of
patient care. Specialties have defined training pathways, certification
processes, and are typically linked to licensure or registration. For the
purpose of the Recognition Programme, the term Includes “General
Practice” or “Family Medicine”.

Sub-specialty

PGME

A focused area of medical practice that builds on the competencies of
a parent specialty. Sub-specialties have distinct training programmes,
practitioner groups, and formal recognition processes. Sometimes
referred to as “super-specialties.”

Trainees

PGME

Postgraduate doctors enrolled in a PGME programme. Terms such as

“postgraduate trainee”, “resident” or “intern” may be used in some
contexts.

Training Site

PGME

Clinical, public health, or laboratory settings in primary, secondary, or
tertiary care that provide supervised learning experiences aligned with
PGME curriculum outcomes. Also referred to as “learning sites.”

Virtual
Meeting in
CPD RP

CPD

A two-hour virtual meeting between the CPD assessors and the
accrediting agency to follow up the information provided in the full
application and request any clarification needed to assess the
agency’s compliance with the CPD Recognition Criteria.

For more information about the WFME Recognition Programmes see this page:
wfme.org/recognition/
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World Directory of Medical Schools (WDoMS) Glossary

Academic Affiliation

The “parent”, degree-awarding institution associated with a medical
school that does not award degrees itself.

Accreditation

Evaluation and certification of the suitability of medical education
programmes and the competence of institutions delivering them.

Note: Accreditation data in the World Directory is available only for schools
accredited by agencies holding WFME Recognition Status.

Avicenna Directory

The direct successor to the original WHO World Directory of Medical
Schools. Managed by WFME from 2008 to the end of 2013, it was
merged with the International Medical Education Directory (IMED) to
form the current version of the World Directory of Medical Schools.

Foundation for
Advancement of
International Medical
Education and
Research (FAIMER - a
Division of Intealth)

One of the managing organisations of the World Directory. FAIMER is a
division of Intealth, an integrated organisation that also includes the
Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduate (ECFMG).

International Medical
Graduate (IMG)

A physician who obtained their basic medical qualification from a
medical school located outside the country where they intend to
practice medicine.

IMED Directory

The International Medical Education Directory (IMED) was formerly
managed by FAIMER. It contained data collected by ECFMG, a division
of Intealth, throughout its history of evaluating the medical education
credentials of international medical graduates. In 2014, IMED merged
with the Avicenna Directory to create the current World Directory of
Medical Schools.

Licensure

The official process by which a qualified healthcare professional is
granted legal permission by a regulatory authority to practise medicine
within a specific jurisdiction.

Listing

A process by which the World Directory team verify the following with
the relevant authority in the school’s country of operation:

e Government recognition of the school’s authority to award a
basic medical degree (e.g. MBBS, MD, or equivalent)
Eligibility of graduates for medical licensure in the country
Start date of the medical programme
Duration of the curriculum
Additional identifying details, as applicable

Note: Listing in the World Directory does not denote recognition, accreditation,
or endorsement by the World Directory, WFME, FAIMER, or any sponsors—
unless explicitly stated.

Management
Committee

A joint committee of WFME and FAIMER representatives responsible
for policy development, procedural oversight and operational
management of the World Directory.

Medical School

An educational institution that offers a complete programme of
instruction leading to a basic medical qualification, enabling graduates
to obtain a license to practice as a medical doctor or physician.

Programme

The World Directory only includes institutions that offering a complete
programme of instruction leading to a basic medical qualification (e.g.
MD, MBBS, or equivalent). It currently does not list postgraduate,
nursing, dental, physiotherapy, traditional medicine, or medical science
programmes.
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Recognition

In the context of the World Directory, recognition refers to two distinct
types:

¢ Recognition of school by a local authority: Certification by a
government or appropriate authority allowing the school to deliver a
complete programme leading to a basic medical qualification. This
recognition is a prerequisite for listing in the World Directory.

¢ Recognition of an accrediting agency by WFME: Through the
WFME Recognition of Accreditation Programme, agencies are
evaluated against defined Recognition Criteria. Successful
evaluation results in achieving Recognition Status. This Status does
not affect a school’s listing but may provide supplementary
accreditation data.

Senior Advisory

A consultative body comprising representatives from WFME, FAIMER,

Committee (SAC) and World Directory sponsors. SAC advises on strategic and policy
matters.
Sponsor Organisations and entities that collaborate with WFME and FAIMER to

support the development, maintenance, and enhancement of the World
Directory. Sponsors contribute to strategy and decision-making
processes regarding World Directory content and operation and provide
financial support for the project.

Sponsor Note

A status note displayed on a medical school's listing page, provided by
certain sponsors. It indicates whether students or graduates are eligible
to apply for specific certifications or examinations. It serves as crucial
information for international medical graduates seeking to practice in
countries where such certifications are required. The use of the
Sponsor Notes in licensure processes is not limited to the regulatory
authorities noted on the Sponsor Note page.

Subscription

A service allowing regulatory authorities, researchers, and other
subscribers to download bulk data from the World Directory for an
annual fee. Data is available in CSV or XML format and updated daily.

World Health
Organization (WHO)

A United Nations agency responsible for global public health. WHO
managed and published the World Directory of Medical Schools until
2007.

For more information about the World Directory of Medical Schools (WDoMS) visit: wdoms.org/
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